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,  Teaching English letters: Theory vs Practice
Md. Rony
Instructor (CGeneral), PTI, Manikganj

| have conducted a study on teaching English letters. | have explored in the study that the approach suggested in teachers”
edition to teach the letters and what are the actual classroom scenario. Findings of my study has been published in Primary
Education Journal, Vo. 14, No. |, June 2023 published by Mational Academy for Primary Education (MAPE). The sum-
mary of the study:

Tenchers' edition suggests inductive approach. Inductive approach has been suggested in teachers® edition in eaching
English alphabet, It iz suggested that a teacher should start the lessons on English letters by showing a real object or pic-
ture, then ask students identify the ohject (in real or in picture ), After identifying the object, students will repeat the name
of that object again and again with the help of the teacher. They will try to elicit the first sound from the word they are
saving. Here the studenis are discovering the sounds, thus the approach of teaching is inductive,

l_ Showing real chisst/pichune ] * L"\u:\. the wisd agmin and  again (in prowps, thin I.I'Hll'l.h:ll.l.]ll!.l“]
*l Carelully lbvien b e peacher wr g e wond ] * l Fsouss oo the firsl soumd they gre saving
* L i v Firsd soenad ‘]

Teachers Use Deductive Approach

Most of the participants (English teachers) in my study were consistently using deductive approach in their classes. They
started by showing the letter and told the students these letter names. Then they said a word with that letter and asked stu-
dents o repeat it with them. Students were repeating the word with the teacher first, then with pairs and finally individu-
ally.

T Repeat leter?
¢ names with :
o wiords

¢ the letter :

Reasons Behind These Inconsistency

# Teachers usually don't follow teachers’ editions:
Partscipant teachers were found unavware of using teachers” editions, Four out of five participants nevier consider teach-
ers” edition in planning for class,

#* Teachers were unfamiliar with inductive and deductive approaches:
Participant teachers acknowledged that they don't know about these two approaches as well as how to use these ap-
proaches in teaching english alphabets.

# Teachers focused on teaching letter names instead of sounds:
My study Tound that most of the participant teachers were focusing on letter names instesd of i1 sound.
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